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Introduction: | worry from time-to-time whether or not | am being the faithful witness God
desires me to be. | struggle to speak when | know | should. | worry how others will view my
words. Will they be taken seriously, or will they be rejected? As we spoke last week, most of us
struggle with this type of fear. But does my lack of engagement speak volumes about my
relationship with God?

Scripture: John 15:26-27

Expectations

%6 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth,
who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. *’ And you also will bear
witness, because you have been with me from the beginning” (John 15:26-27).

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and | in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing (John 15:5).

Why Are We Unspoken About Jesus?

A. We believe, but we do not confess.

2 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the
Pharisees they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue;
for they loved the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from
God (John 12:42-43).

Question: Do we love the glory of man more than the glory that comes from God?

We tend to be attached to this world.

'8 “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. *° If you were
of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the
world, but | chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. °° Remember the
word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted
me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. ** But
all these things they will do to you on account of my name...” (John 15:18-21a).

Why does the world hate Jesus?

“...they do not know him who sent me” (John 15:21b).



1« _because they do not know him who sent me. % If | had not come and spoken to
them, they would not have been guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.
3 Whoever hates me hates my Father also. ** If | had not done among them the works
that no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated
both me and my Father. % But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled:
‘They hated me without a cause’” (John 15:21b-25).

“While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.”
(John 12:36a).

I1l. Be a Witness

A.

There is an expectation to step-up and share.

'® You did not choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and

bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my
name, he may give it to you. *” These things | command you, so that you will love one
another (John 15:16—17).

The Helper will be with you.

%6 “But when the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. %’ And you also will
bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning” (John 15:26-27).

Begin your witness with what Jesus said and did.
Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through me (John 14:6).

“ Then he said to them, “These are my words that | spoke to you while | was still with

you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the
Psalms must be fulfilled.” *> Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures,
(Luke 24:44—-45).
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